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Second, by ignoring the legacy cost

issue, the President is walking away
from the hard work that must be done
to promote industry consolidation and
re-vitalization, an objective this ad-
ministration has been advancing from
the start.

We need serious legacy cost legisla-
tion and that is precisely what this bill
represents. I urge my colleagues in the
Senate and the House to support its
passage. And I urge the President to
take another look at this issue and
work with us on a meaningful solution.

The viability of our domestic steel
industry, and our national security,
are at stake here. We must act, and we
must act soon.∑

f

RECOGNITION OF MR. BEN
LAMENSDORF

∑ Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am
pleased to commend Mr. Ben
Lamensdorf of Cary, MS, for his distin-
guished service as President of Delta
Council.

Delta Council is an economic devel-
opment organization representing
eighteen counties of Northwest Mis-
sissippi. Organized in 1935, Delta Coun-
cil brings together the agricultural,
business, and professional leadership of
the area to solve common problems and
promote the economic development of
the Mississippi Delta region.

As President of Delta Council, Ben
has been an effective leader in pro-
moting sound agricultural policy in a
year when that issue has been so vital
to rural America. His insights and ex-
perience have been of invaluable assist-
ance to my staff and me as we ad-
dressed policies to make American ag-
riculture stronger.

Ben also distinguished himself in
other areas of public policy that have
impacted on his beloved Mississippi
Delta region. He has been a proponent
for better schools and innovative edu-
cational models; he has supported
transportation and water resource
projects that are vital to the future of
Northwest Mississippi; his personal
farming practices have served as an ex-
ample for sound conservation and envi-
ronmental measures, and he has been a
leader in defining and shaping alliances
in health care that can have both an
immediate and long-term impact on
the well-being of citizens in the Delta.

The level of Ben’s commitment to
Mississippi and its people has been evi-
dent since he returned home to Cary
after graduating from Mississippi State
University. In addition to operating a
cotton, soybean, wheat, and pecan farm
in Sharkey and Issaquena Counties, he
owns and operate Grundfest and Klaus
Gin.

Ben serves as a chairman of the
board for the Bank of Anguilla. He is a
member of the Anshe Chesed Temple in
Vicksburg and serves on the board of
the Institute of Southern Jewish Life.
A Founding Director and current Board
member of Delta wildlife. Ben has also
served as a member of the Sharkey-
Iaasquena Soil and Water Commission.

I congratulate Ben Lamensdorf for
his contributions to the Delta region
Mississippi and the Nation, and I look
forward to his future contributions in
improving the quality of life for our
citizens.∑

f

EXPEDITED BANKRUPTCY
PROCEDURES

∑ Mrs. CARNAHAN. Mr. President, the
expedited bankruptcy procedures pro-
vided in Chapter 12 of the bankruptcy
code are extremely important for fam-
ily farmers struggling during difficult
times. I have been working diligently
to extend these provisions and to make
them permanent. I am pleased that
both the Farm Bill and the Bankruptcy
Bill Conference Committees are cur-
rently considering permanent exten-
sions. The bill we are about to pass is
an important stop-gap measure that
will provide much needed assistance to
family farmers until a permanent ex-
tension is enacted.∑

f

MURKOWSKI AND STEVENS
AMENDMENTS, NO. 3132 AND NO.
3133 TO S. 517, THE ENERGY RE-
FORM ACT

∑ Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, I rise
today to explain my opposition to the
Murkowski and Stevens amendments
to S. 517, the Energy Reform bill.

Drilling in the Arctic National Wild-
life Refuge is not the only solution to
our dependence on foreign oil. I am op-
posed to drilling in the Arctic Refuge
because I believe there should be a
comprehensive national energy policy.

During the Senate’s ongoing consid-
eration of S. 517, I have voted in favor
of strengthening Corporate Average
Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards for
SUVs and light trucks. By increasing
oil savings, stronger CAFE standards
would make us less dependent on for-
eign fuel and demonstrate a real com-
mitment to conservation. The CAFE
amendment failed. I voted in support of
increasing the amount of renewable
fuels in our energy portfolio. This pro-
vision failed. I have also supported tax
credits for domestic marginal well pro-
duction and providing incentives to
consumers for purchasing alternative
technology vehicles and improving the
efficiency of their homes and offices. I
am optimistic that these efforts will be
successful.

I am prepared to support a national
energy policy that balances our energy
needs with strong environmental pro-
tection. Reducing our dependence on
foreign oil is a national priority, but
should not come solely at the expense
of our nation’s precious natural re-
sources.

First established by President Eisen-
hower in 1960, the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge was created and later
expanded to preserve the area’s unique
wilderness and wildlife values by pro-
tecting fish and wildlife populations in
their natural diversity. The 1.5 million
acres of the Refuge’s coastal plain pro-

posed for oil exploration and drilling,
known as the ‘‘1002’’ area, is the most
biologically productive part of the Ref-
uge. The coastal plain is home to a di-
verse collection of wildlife including
polar and grizzly bear populations,
musk oxen, 180 bird species, and one of
the largest caribou herds in North
America.

Each year, the Porcupine Caribou
herd—over 129,000 members strong—mi-
grates 400 miles from wintering
grounds in the north central Canadian
Yukon to the Arctic Refuge coastal
plain where they give birth to their
young. In a typical year, the herd can
birth up to 40–50,000 calves.

The importance of the Porcupine
Caribou herd can best be illustrated by
a 1987 Conservation Agreement be-
tween the Governments of Canada and
the United States. The Agreement rec-
ognizes the value of the Porcupine herd
and the importance of protecting their
birthing grounds to ensure the future
sustainability of the population as a
vital part of the Refuge’s ecological
system. In Canada, land north of the
Porcupine River was withdrawn from
development in 1978. Oil exploration
and drilling in the Porcupine Caribou
herd’s prime calving grounds remains
an item of contention between the
United States and Canada and threat-
ens the future of the Conservation
Agreement.

I am prepared to support a national
energy policy that balances our energy
needs with strong environmental pro-
tection. Reducing our dependence on
foreign oil is a national priority, but
should not come at the expense of our
nation’s precious natural resources. Al-
lowing oil and gas development in the
coastal plain promises only short-term
benefits that may irreparably damage
the wildlife values and unique vitality
of the Arctic Refuge.

Opening the Arctic Refuge to oil ex-
ploration and drilling should not be the
primary component of the effort to re-
duce our dependence on foreign oil.
There are other steps we should take
that would provide more benefits in the
long term.∑

f

NATIONAL CRIME VICTIMS RIGHTS
WEEK

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, statis-
tics show that a woman is raped every
5 minutes in the United States and
that one in every three adult women
experiences at least one physical as-
sault by a partner during adulthood. In
fact, more women are injured by do-
mestic violence each year than by
automobile accidents and cancer
deaths combined. Statistics that report
the abuse of our children are equally
staggering. Nationwide, an estimated
826,000 children are victims of abuse
and neglect, a number greater than the
population of my home State of South
Dakota.

April is recognized as both Child
Abuse Prevention Month and Sexual
Assault Awareness Month. This week,
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